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amid acclamations both inside and outside the Court. In fact every
one concerned appeared to have been either insane or to have behaved
as if he were. One might treat the case with contempt were it not
for its pernicious influence throughout this and neutral countries. The
German wireless has already been commenting upon it in the tone
one would expect.
June 5. This morning Mr. Rhodes, who used to do business for the
German Embassy, called on me to suggest that the " black book"
mentioned in the Billing trial was a sort of " Who's Who," which
he knew Von Kxihlmann was compiling rather against his will, as
it was one of Bernsdorffs " silly plans." He also showed me a letter
from Von Kiihlmann dated July 9, 1910, introducing Dr. Robert
Heridt, who wanted to get information about the London press. He
told me about the attempt made to sell the Standard to the Germans.
To-day I had an important success. A Luxemburger, detained in
Ireland for failing to register, had told a fairly plausible tale about
his four years' residence as a jobbing gardener in Dublin. Further
inquiries showed a possibility that he might be identical with one
John L. Engelbrun, a socialist from the socialist colony near Stroud.
If so, he had been to America. This he denied, but on cross-
examination he broke down and at last admitted that he had come
from America to the Sinn Feiners with a message, travelling in the
name of Kelly. In other words, he is the missing link. The messenger
that was to give the signal for the rising and the landing by the
Germans was known to be connected with a certain " Kelly." I
hope to get the message he brought over from him to-morrow.
July 5. I went with my son (now on leave) down the river in one
of the fast motor launches used by the Admiralty in the blocking of
Zeebrugge and Ostend. The naval officers in charge had all taken
part in the operations. This boat was fifty-five feet long, had two
engines and two torpedoes. On a measured mile she ran 33.86 knots,
but lower down she increased her speed to over forty land miles
an hour.
July ig. Everybody was much relieved at the great French and
American counter-attack. General Foch's strategy is much praised,